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The rurres in the Officers' Corps rainly effecte’ the older rerhers of it,
aspecially officers who had served with the Uritish Apry. The ersoter mm-
ber of these were rurred irrediately after the Fobrurry putsch, A serien

of other mirpos followed, Althovsh the Corrunists ¥nev that ther eoculd not
folly rely on the rerainder of the Cfficers® Corps, they 2ilowed ther to
rerain in the services partly bocouse of the lack of a =ufficiant mumber of
officers and partly because they hoped that by thorcush politicsl indoetri-
ration they would be able to persuade ther to co-orerate with the rerire,
They were only successful in the case of oprortunistic officers vho preten~
ded alleriance for the sake of a career., The rajority of these left Pre~
tonded loyalty solely in order to securc thelir mere livelihooed., The case

of yeunger merbers of the Officera' Corvs, wio were rracdunted fror officers’
schools attar 1948 or wao were called ur fran reserve is different. Those
ren had already been sslected solely fror reli~ihle Comrunist fardilies and
in many eases had had no nrevious educution. In urdor to secure the loval-.
ty of thene officers; they get anlek vrorotion and are nlaced in rosnonsible
prositions. Fror the roint of view of nolitical reliahility tha Officers!
Corps of the Czeciaslovak Arry could bo divided into thras ~roirs, the first
consisting of old officers who ore caraeer-rinded (about 107) s the second cou-
gistine of old officers 110 pretend to be loyrl to the rerire for reasons of
ecrnorde survival (about 305) mnd the third conglisting of younr offiesrs and
of ficers re-nctlvated from reserves {about 405), About 257 of tie werbers OQ\
of thiz lzst srourn are oprosed to the recire. These are voung nfficers,
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sraduates of the lilitary Aeademy in the years hotreen 1945 and 168, who

had atill been educated in tha Aersoratie aririt. Under these cireurrtances,
the present Corsmnist remime in Czeehoslovakia strnot fully rely on its Of-
ficers' Corps. Enlisted men undergoing basic militery training are even less
reliable. A large percentape of these ccre from farrs and econstitute the
stronrest reactionary elerent in tha imy, The two-year basic service, which
1s nowodeys peroricd pecoriing to the Scviet rettarn, makes rilitory service
distastefvl and in no vay eonsolidates the position of the Cor~unints ir the
country. :

The political education of the rembers of tha Arry has not met with as much
sucesse 4s exrected by the Corrunists. In the cose of older officers the
politieal schooling has taken on the forr of an additional burden which takers
up ruch free time, as well as Sundays and holidare, so that aversion and re-
sistance to everything Corvunist has grown with the intensifieation of the
schonlineg, In the case of youn-or offiecors, howaver, the rolitiecal school-
inr is rocistoring some deeree of meceas. The youncer officers core to ri-
1litary schools alrendr faithful Cor-uniats » Tore susceptible to propaganda,
und staunch suprorters of the rerire. Apart fror this they pet rrefarential
treatrent as corpered with their older collearnes. Hatred of the Wost has
been suceessfully planted arong them,
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